OCT. 30]     ST MARCELLUS THE CENTURION, M.          1333

Narcissus appeared again, like one from the dead. The whole body of
the faithful, transported at the recovery of their holy pastor, whose innocence
had been most authentically vindicated, conjured him to reassume the
administration of the diocese. He acquiesced; but afterwards, bending
under the weight of extreme old age, made St Alexander his coadjutor.
St Narcissus continued to serve his flock, and even other churches, by his
assiduous prayers and his earnest exhortations to unity and concord, as
St Alexander testifies in his letter to the Arsinoites in Egypt, where
he says that Narcissus was at that time, about one hundred and sixteen
years old. The Roman Martyrology honours his memory on the 29th
of October.

If we truly respect the church as the immaculate spouse of our Lord,
we will incessantly pray for its exaltation and increase, and beseech the
Almighty to give it pastors according to his own heart, like those who
appeared in the infancy of Christianity, And, that no obstacle on our part
may prevent the happy effects of their zeal, we should study to regulate
our conduct by the holy maxims which they inculcate; we should regard
them as the ministers of Christ; we should listen to them with docility
and attention; we should make their faith the rule of ours, and shut our
ears against the language of profane novelty.

The following feasts are celebrated on October 29 :

ST BEDE, Doctor of the Church, is honoured in the dioceses of England on this date: St
CHEF, in Latin THEUDERIUS, Abbot, famed for his extraordinary gift of miracles and still more
for the holiness of his life, which he spent in prayer and meditation ; he died in 573 : In Ireland,
ST COLMAN, venerated as the patron of the diocese of Kilmacduagh: ST NARCISSUS, Bishop of
Jerusalem : and THE HOLY MARTYRS OF DOUAY, the many priests sent from Douay College to
the English mission during the sixteenth century and who sufEered martyrdom for the Catholic
faith.

OCTOBER 30

ST MARCELLUS THE CENTURION, MARTYR

(A.D. 298)

[From the authentic acts of his martyrdom in Baronius and Surius, and most correctly in Rtdnart,
who has published with them the short acts of St Cassian, p. 312 ; Tillem. t. iv. p. 575.]

THE birthday of the Emperor Maximian Herculeus was celebrated in the
year 298 with extraordinary feasting and solemnity. Pompous sacrifices
to the Roman gods made a considerable part of this solemnity. Marcellus>
a Christian centurion or captain in the legion of Trajan, then posted in
Spain, not to defile himself with taking part in those impious abominations,
cast away his military belt at the head of his company, declaring aloud that
he was a soldier of Jesus Christ, the eternal King. He also threw down
his arms and the vine-branch, which was the mark of his post of centurion;
for the Roman officers were forbid to strike a soldier with any instrument